
What’s in Your Wallet Manger? 
Advent ½ Day Retreat 

December 15, 2018 

JGS 



Agenda 

 9:00 - 9:15   Gathering and Socializing 

 9:15 – 9:30  Table Assignments and Introductions 

 9:30 – 10:00  First round of Trivia and First Reflection – Competition 

 10:00 – 10:30   First Breakout 

 10:30 – 11:00  Second round of Trivia & Second Reflection – Advent History 

 11:00 – 11:30 Second Breakout 

 11:30 – 12:00 Final Trivia and Lunch 

 12:00 – 1:00  Holy Hour in Chapel 

  

Third breakout available if time permits.  

No scheduled breaks – fit in as schedule permits  



Trivia Rules 

 Each table is a team. 

 Each table must come up with a team name. 

 Deacon Paul is ALWAYS RIGHT. Points can be deducted for arguing with him. 

 Three rounds, three questions each round. Points work like this: 

 First round either 1, 3, or 5 points for each question.  If you get it right, you get the 
points wagered, if you get it wrong you get zero points. 

 Second round either 2, 4, or 6 points for each question. If you get it right, you get the 
points wagered, if you get it wrong you get zero points. 

 Third round is two parts. Bonus points for each item you can name maximum of 4. 
Final question you can wager up to how many points you have but you lose what 
you wager if you are wrong. 

 



Competition 

Our Competitive Nature 

Not just at Christmas! 

Marketing is a Competition 

We want to win! 

We want perfection 

 



The Perfect Christmas 



The Perfect Christmas 



The Perfect Christmas 



Do we have to give up our wallet?  



Breakout – Work As a Table 

Breakout One – 

People of the 

Nativity 

How was the 

person prepared  

for the 

encounter?  

How did they 

know God when 

they 

encountered 

Jesus/God? 

Was the 

encounter 

through an 

Angel? Or 

directly? 

How did their life 

change as a 

result of the 

encounter?  

How can we 

learn from this 

person? 

How can this 

encounter 

prepare us 

better? 



Advent History 

and Meaning 

Why Advent?  

 Is Advent like Lent?  

Why four weeks and not forty days? 

  When and where did the church 

first start observing Advent?  

 Do all Catholics observe Advent?  

Why the “pink” candle (or the 

wreath at all for that matter)? 



Advent  
 “Many Christians see such 

practices as Advent as 

"empty ritual"; and perhaps 

for some, that is what they 

have become. But for me, 

celebrating Advent, indeed 

all the seasons of the Church 

year, are continual calls back 

to faith, repentance, 

relationship with the Lord...to 

the things that really matter.” 

Keith Fournier 



Breakout 2 – 

Work as a Table 

From the Wood of the 
Manger to the Wood of 
the Cross 
 

 How might the use of wood 
be used as a symbol in this 
reading to tie into the manger 
and cross or tie them 
together?  

 Do the people in the reading 
trust God? What is their 
relationship with God? 

 How does trusting God’s word 
or will (or mistrusting) change 
them?  

 How did what happen in the 
story change us? Or how can 
it change us? 
 



Thank you! 

Maybe next year’s theme? 


