
  



 
 

Dear Parents and 8
th

 graders, May 15, 2019 

 

Congratulations on your upcoming graduation as we approach the end of the school year! I am 

sure this time is filled with both nerves and excitement for what the future holds. As our current 8
th

 

graders become rising high schoolers, they will move into a new learning phase of their faith formation. 

This time of preparation will open new doors for them as they strive to deepen and strengthen their 

relationship with Jesus Christ. That is why we are sending this special invitation to them to take part in 

our Confirmation program. Parents, please share this invitation with your teen(s).  

To receive an invitation to be confirmed might seem a bit unusual. In the past, you haven’t been 

formally invited to participate in our Children’s Faith Formation Program. The Confirmation process is 

somewhat different. This invitation holds out to you the promise of something very important. It is sent 

to you as a valued member of our community and it requires a response. 

At this time we’re not asking you if you want to be confirmed, but rather, if you are open to 

committing to a period of discovery – of who you are, what values shape your life and what role the 

Lord and His Church play and will continue to play in your life. 

If you’re like most of us, you have many questions popping into your head.  I’ve anticipated 

some of them and the responses appear on the enclosed sheet. I know I may have missed a few, so 

please don’t hesitate to call or email. 

The Confirmation program will formally begin with a kick-off event on Sunday, Sept. 8
th

, 2019. 

Parents will be asked to join us for Mass and the orientation. In order to plan accordingly, we need to 

hear from you if you’re interested in joining us on this journey of faith. We hope the answer is yes. If so, 

please forward the attached Confirmation registration form, along with the registration fee ASAP to the 

address below. 

I look forward to hearing from you and, more importantly, to sharing this wonderful time of 

preparation with you. 

  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Casey Esser Jesus the Good Shepherd 

Coordinator of Youth Ministry & Confirmation Office of Youth Ministry 

410-257-3810 ex.26 1601 W. Mount Harmony Rd. 

youth@ccjgs.org  Owings, MD 20736 

  

mailto:youth@ccjgs.org


A FEW QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ABOUT CONFIRMATION 

 

WHAT IS CONFIRMATION? Confirmation is not a rite of passage to become an adult in the Church. 

It is intrinsically linked to Baptism where we first received the gift of the Holy Spirit. Confirmation is 

the sacrament of witness by which we receive graces to live and proclaim our faith in the world. If you 

think of the first Christians, who faced death as they confessed their belief in the Gospel, you can 

understand why this sacrament used to be conferred at the same time as Baptism. We all need the gifts 

of the Holy Spirit to fully understand, practice, and spread our Catholic faith. It is appropriate for our 

high school freshmen to receive this sacrament as they choose to recommit to their faith in their 

adolescence, and bear witness to Christ by their lives. 

 

WHEN SHOULD A PERSON BE CONFIRMED? At Jesus the Good Shepherd, young people are 

invited to prepare for Confirmation in the ninth grade; some may choose to wait a while longer. There 

are no “shoulds” or “automatic ages” for reception of this sacrament, but it does provide spiritual 

strength and grace to help us to live our faith in the world. Any high school student is welcome to join 

the Confirmation program. Adults over age 18 may receive Confirmation through the RCIA process. 

 

WHAT MAKES ME ELIGIBLE TO RECEIVE CONFIRMATION? You can receive Confirmation 

if you have been baptized, if you are prepared (intellectually with religious education, spiritually by 

seeking to grow in your relationship with God), and if you have a desire to receive the sacrament. You 

must also participate in the entire Confirmation process, i.e. weekly Mass, the small and large group 

activities, retreats and rites. The process begins with the kickoff on September 8
th

 and lasts through May 

2020. 

 

Note: If you were not baptized at JGS, we need a copy of your baptismal certificate. If you were 

baptized at another parish, please call or write and ask for a copy of your baptismal certificate. If you’re 

waiting to receive a new copy, you may mail the baptismal record separately or bring it to the kickoff on 

September 8
th

. PLEASE DO NOT LET THE LACK OF THE CERTIFICATE HOLD UP 

SENDING IN YOUR REGISTRATION FORM.  
 

WHEN AND WHERE DOES THE CONFIRMATION GROUP GATHER? The group meets every 

other Sunday from 6:20 to 8pm at Jesus the Good Shepherd. This year’s format will be a little different 

than in the past. Confirmandi will meet together in a large group to explore the week’s topic and learn 

from one of the volunteer mentors. Each session will end with small-group break-outs of 6-8 teens so 

they can dive into the topic, ask deeper questions, and discover how to apply it to their own life. 

Sessions will begin on September 8
th

 and continue through May 2020. 

 

WHAT ABOUT THE SERVICE PROJECT?  As part of our Catholic Christian faith, we are always 

called to serve our neighbors in need. Each small group will be asked to decide how they would like to 

put their faith into action, and come up with a service project to do together. Examples of past service 

projects include: 

 Helping to prepare and serve Simple Suppers on Friday nights in Lent at JGS 

 Helping with Special Olympics 

 Volunteering at Project Echo 

 Creating the Vocations Tree before Lent 

 

 

 

 



WHAT ABOUT SPONSORS? 
According to the Code of Canon Law, a Confirmation sponsor: 

 May not be the parent of the one being confirmed 

 Must be at least 16 years old (by Sept. 1, 2019) 

 Must be a Catholic who has already received the Sacraments of Initiation: Baptism, Holy 

Communion, and Confirmation, and leads a life in harmony with the faith and the role to be 

undertaken 

 The Code also notes, “It is desirable that the one who undertook the role of sponsor (godparent) 

at baptism be the sponsor for confirmation” (CIC 893) if they still meet all the above 

requirements. 

The sponsor will be provided a sponsor’s guide and they must be willing and able to meet with you 

periodically to discuss your faith journey, as well as participate in service activities and rites. Each 

candidate must have a sponsor. Begin to think about someone with whom you would feel comfortable 

sharing this faith experience. You will need to have chosen someone by October 1, 2019.  For now, if 

you know someone you would like to be your sponsor, you may want to invite her or him to the kick-off 

gathering on September 8
th

. 

 

ARE THERE ANY OTHER REQUIREMENTS?  Yes, a retreat with your sponsor in the fall at JGS 

and a retreat in February. We have requested that the Confirmation ceremony be held in early or mid-

May and we will await word from the Archdiocese concerning the exact date. 

 

IS THERE A FEE?  Yes, we ask that you contribute $125 per youth towards the cost of the program.  

($150 after June 30
th

) and the deadline is August 1
st
. This fee covers all materials and the above-

mentioned retreats for the year. This fee is due with the enclosed registration form. 

 

HOW DO I “RSVP?”  Use the enclosed “REGISTRATION FORM” to let us know whether or not you 

are accepting this invitation. Please return the following by June 30
th

: 

 Completed registration form 

 Copy of your baptismal certificate (if not baptized at JGS) 

 Check for $125 per youth, made payable to “Jesus the Good Shepherd” ($150 after June 30
th

) 

  

Jesus the Good Shepherd 

Attention: Casey Esser 

1601 W. Mount Harmony Road 

Owings, MD 20736 

  



High School Confirmation Program 

Covenant Community of Jesus the Good Shepherd 

Registration Form 

2019-2020 

 
Please return the following by June 30

th
:  *note that the fee is per youth. 

 Completed registration form 

 Copy of youth’s baptismal certificate (if not baptized at JGS) 

 Check for $125*, made payable to “Jesus the Good Shepherd”. The fee covers all supplies and retreats. 

After June 30
th

, fee is $150 instead of $125.  Confirmation Registration Deadline is August 1
st
, 2019 

 

Youth Last Name:_________________________Youth First Name:___________________________ 

 

Preferred Name (nickname): _________________    Middle Name:___________________________ 

 

Address:______________________________________City:____________________  Zip:_________ 

 

Date of Birth:_____________________   

 

School attending in Fall 2019________________________________Grade in Fall 2019:__________ 
 

Optional, to add youth to the contact list:  
Youth Email:____________________________________ Youth Cell Phone:___________________ 

 

Parent 1 Name:________________________ 

 

E-Mail:________________________________ 

 

Phone: ______________________________ 

 

Parent 2 Name:________________________ 

 

E-Mail:________________________________ 

 

Phone: ______________________________ 

 

Place of Baptism: (Church, City, State):__________________________________________________ 

 

Date of Baptism:________________________ 

 

Place of First Holy Communion (Church, City, State):_________________________________ 

 

 

Only check those that apply: 

 

___I have a sibling who will be in Middle School Youth sessions (6
th

, 7
th

, 8
th

 Grades) 

___I have a sibling who is attending A.C.T. high school programs 

___My family is currently registered at Jesus the Good Shepherd (required for participation in the 

Confirmation program). 

___I am interested in teaching a small Confirmation group or being an aide. 

 

For questions or more information please contact Casey Esser at 410-257-3810 ext. 26 or by e-mail at 

youth@ccjgs.org. 

mailto:youth@ccjgs.org

